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Elementary Education
Fall Weather 

S1E1

	Title:   Fall Weather              

             

	Grade/Subject/Course: First Grade/ Fall Weather/ Science
	Time Allotment:  7 days


	Big Idea:      Identify basic patterns of weather and observe sky conditions with weather data for each season.   



	Author/School:  Stephanie Wright/ Midland Acadamy and Carolyn Sumrall/ Fox Elementary


	Primary Standard:
	S1E1 Students will observe, measure, and communicate weather data to see patterns in weather and climate.

	Whole-Group Instruction:
	Days 1 and 2: Fall:  Weather Observations and Temperature
A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Fall video segment  www.unitedstreaming.com keyword search: The Four Seasons. Select the Fall segment (2:52 minutes). 

C. Read books to students about fall and weather. Place books in reading center, so that students can explore the books on their own.

D. Tell students that they will be making observations and collecting data about weather throughout the school year. This will be done through student journals and monthly weather charts (see attached weather chart .) Technology connection: a picture of the monthly weather chart can be downloaded to the class website. 

􀂾Allow students to go outside and explore how to make observations about the weather. Ask students if they can see shadows. If it is sunny, students should be able to notice shadows. In order to find out if it is windy, bring out several streamers and let students explore wind movement. Does the streamer move on its own? Is it raining? 

􀂾Have students record the weather after returning from outside and draw a picture of what they observed. Have students write one sentence about what they illustrated. 

􀂾On the monthly weather chart, record the temperature. Use www.weather.com to find out the temperature. Make sure that students understand that they will soon be reading a thermometer on their own to record the temperature. Use the web site until the students are ready to read a thermometer and record the data. 

􀂾Show students a thermometer. Explain why we use it. Locate a place to put the thermometer, so that the temperature can be measured each day. Allow students to experiment with a small thermometer. Give students thermometer and have them place it in a cup of warm water, cold water, and in their hand. Have students record results. 

E. Begin to create a “Weather Book.” This book will illustrate each type of weather. Students will begin by illustrating a fall tree. 
Days 3 and 4: Fall:  Making Observations and Precipitation
A. Review standard, science word wall words, and tree illustrations from day one and two. 

B. Create a word web about fall. Have students give examples of what it looks like outside, what types of clothing someone might wear, etc. 

C. The class will create a rain gauge. The following web site explains how to make a rain gauge: http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/eco_info/topics/climate/weather/page4.cfm 
D. Begin to collect data about precipitation using the rain gauge. 

E. Discuss precipitation in all forms: rain, freezing rain, snow, sleet, and hail. 

􀂾Book Suggestion: Rain by Robert Kalan 

F. Have students write in their science journal about the weather and record the findings on the monthly weather chart. 

Fall: “Fall Detective” Collections
Days 5 and 6: 
A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Read books about fall. Have students describe the items they found while being a “Fall Detective.”  (reading fall books and United Streaming) 

􀂾Create a space on the classroom wall where you can write FALL and begin to post the items that the students make in class. Have students hang their “detective” findings in this area. 

􀂾After each student has shared their “detective” items, allow students to name words that would be used in fall. Post the words on sticky notes/index cards in the FALL area. (examples: Yellow, brown, falling leaves, orange, etc.

C. Have students write in their science journal about the weather and record the findings on the monthly weather chart. 
Assessment:
• Informal Assessment: Teacher observation 

• Performance Assessment: “Fall Detective” collections 
Day 7:   Fall: Wind Exploration
A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Discuss the patterns that the students notice about the weather. Have students share journal entries. 

C. Read books about fall and weather and discuss with students. 

􀂾Book suggestion: Wind by Ron Bacon 

D. Allow students to go outside and blow bubbles. Have students make predictions about why their bubbles are going a particular direction. Allow enough time for students to explore wind direction and strength. 

E. Make a class wind vane. The following web site shows a simple way to create one: http://sln.fi.edu/tfi/units/energy/vane.html. This site also explains background information about a wind vane. 

F. Explore wind direction using the wind vane. 

G. Have students write in their science journal about the weather and record the findings on the monthly weather chart. 
Assessment:  Informal Assessment – Teacher observation and conferencing with students

Suggestions/Resources:

• Discuss the changes in fall, such as, the amount of sunlight  decreases. Birds are noticing the changes and are getting ready to migrate. Have students look for birds during recess and other times to spark students’ interest about the migration process and birds. 

• Allow students to bring in kites. Students can use the kites to explore wind on a windy day and on a day with no wind. 

• Have students create a chain to tell everything they know about fall. Use strips of construction paper (about 3 inches x 12 inches) to write one fact about fall. Give students at least 5 strips each. 

	Group Assignments:
	Students work in groups to create the fall section of a bulletin board or wall mural.  Allow students choice in deciding which group to join. The teacher can assist and guiding students to a group that will better suit their ability level.

Group 1: Create a fall tree
Group 2: Create animals in fall.

Group 3: Create boy dressed in fall clothing.

Group4: Create girl dressed in fall clothing. 

Group 5: Create labels with fall words to display with the fall mural.



	Individual Assignment:
	1. “Weather Book” Draw a picture of a tree in the fall and observations of weather.
2. Science journal – observations about wind

3. Write five facts about fall on a strip of paper to put together to make a chain. Preemptive group may need assistance with this activity.

	Varied Assessment Tools:

(rubric, solution, etc.)
	1.  Informal Assessment: Teacher observation and Oral Questioning after film – Refer to KWL chart from first lesson.

	Books: Suggested titles
1. Every Autumn Comes the Bear by Jim Arnosky

2. Four Seasons Make a Year by Anne Rockwell and Megan Halsey

      3.  Clifford’s First Autumn by Norman Bridwell


Muscogee County School District
Lessons adapted from GPS website first grade science frameworks weather.


