Elementary Education

Summer Weather

S1E1

	Title:       Summer Weather


	Grade/Subject/Course:  First/ Summer Weather/ Science
	Time Allotment: 7 days


	Big Idea:    Identify basic patterns of weather and observe sky conditions with weather data for each season.         



	Author/School:  Stephanie Wright/ Midland Academy and Carolyn Sumrall/ Fox Elementary School

	Primary Standard:
	S1E1 Students will observe, measure, and communicate weather data to see patterns in weather and climate.

	Whole-Group Instruction:
	Days 1 and 2:  Summer Weather
A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Summer video segment   www.unitedstreaming.com keyword search: Magical Mother Nature: The Four Seasons. Select the Summer segment (2:00 minutes). 

C. Read books about summer and weather. 

D. Create a word web for summer to be displayed in the classroom. Have students give responses about the weather, clothing, things they see outside, etc. Create a space on the classroom wall where you can write summer and begin to post the items that the students make in class. 

E.  Create a “Weather Book” to be used throughout the unit.  Have students illustrate a picture of a summer tree. 

F. Have students work in small groups to make summer clothing books. Students can look through clothing catalogs and magazines to find appropriate clothing for the summer season. Allow students to write at least 3 sentences about the pictures they selected. Have students make a book that is at least 3 pages in length. 

G. Remember to continue to record weather daily in science journals and monthly weather chart.
H.  Have students create a flag with summer as the title. Have students illustrate or write words to describe summer. (examples on flag: picture of sun, most hours of day light, picture of kids playing outside, follows spring, etc) 
Assessment:  Informal Assessment: Teacher observation and Oral Questioning;  Performance Assessment: Summer Clothing Book 
Day 3 Summer Cool Color

A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Ask students about the types of clothing they wear in the summer. Students can share their summer clothing books. Ask students why they wear those particular types of clothing. It is hot; the outside activities require certain types of clothing, etc. 

C. Tell students that a clothing company has asked you what color would keep kids the coolest during the hot summer months. They are interested in making many t-shirts the color that will keep kids cool. So, we need your help to investigate in order to find a “Cool Clothing Color.” 

􀂾Allow students to form small groups. 

􀂾Give each group: 

1. an assortment of color construction paper 

2. a thermometer 

􀂾Tell students that each group must predict what color of paper will keep the coolest temperature. The color that keeps the coolest temperature will be used to make a t-shirt. 

􀂾Each group will select only one color of construction paper and fold it around the thermometer. (Teacher note: try to have different colors for each group, so that the students can compare results.) 

􀂾The group will tape it to a window and check it after 15 minutes. 

􀂾Once time is up, the temperatures will be recorded and findings should be displayed using a bar graph to compare all groups. 

􀂾Discuss what the temperatures mean and determine the “Cool Clothing Color.” Question students findings: How could we do this experiment another way? Why do you think that color keeps you cool? Do you have suggestions about other colors not tried? 

􀂾Students can record experiment findings in their science journal. 

D. Remember to continue to record weather daily in science journals and monthly weather chart.
E.  Students can create a collage with outside materials to illustrate the summer season. 

Assessment:  Informal Assessment:  Teacher Observation and Oral Questioning;  Performance Assessment – Science Journal
Days 4 and 5:  Hurricanes
A. Review standard and science word wall words. 

B. Read books to students about hurricanes. 

(Suggested reading: Hurricanes by Joseph K. Brennan) 

C. Create a word web with the class about hurricanes. 

D. Ask Questions: What are the characteristics of a hurricane? Where do hurricanes come from? Why do you think hurricane season is during the summer and fall months? Can hurricanes affect the way we live? What weather tools would you use track a hurricane? Do hurricanes always follow the same path? Can the hurricane change directions? 

E. Put students in small groups. Tell students that they are going to make a poster describing a hurricane. These posters will be placed around the school to help keep other students informed about hurricanes. The group must use books, book-marked Internet sites, and other resources to help create an informative poster. The poster must also include a safety checklist for hurricane preparation. 

F. Continue to draw illustrations in the “Weather Book” that was created in the first part of the unit. Have students illustrate a picture of a hurricane. 

G. Remember to continue to record weather daily in science journals and monthly weather chart. 

H. Allow students to add to the KWL chart created at the beginning of the unit about the standard. 
I.  Track a hurricane. 

J.  Create a PowerPoint presentation about hurricanes. Each group could be responsible for making one page, using the ideas from their poster
Assessments:  Informal Assessment: Teacher observation and Oral Questioning.;   Performance Assessment: Hurricane Poster 


	Group Assignments:
	1. Work in small groups to make a summer clothing book.
2. Create a PowerPoint presentation about hurricanes.

3. Cool Summer Colors

4. Hurricane Poster



	Individual Assignment:
	1. Create a “Weather Book” to be used throughout the unit.
2. Science Journal – Write about observations from Cool Summer Colors group project
3. Create a collage with objects that represent summer.

4. “Weather Book”  Illustrate a picture of a hurricane.

	Varied Assessment Tools:

(rubric, solution, etc.)
	1. Teacher Observation
2. Oral Questioning

3. Performance Assessment: Summer Clothing Book

4. Performance Assessment – Hurricane Poster

	Books
1. Clifford’s Big Storm – Norman Bridwell

2. Hurricanes – Joseph K. Brennan

3. Arthur’s Family Vacation
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