Vote for the Best Season
GRASPS 

Goal: Students will observe data collected from the unit of study to justify one season as “The Best.” 

Students will work in small cooperative groups, charged with the task of influencing others to vote for the season the group is presenting. Students will relate what they have learned throughout this unit and convince others, with supporting details, that the season they are presenting is the best.

Role: “Season Expert”- Each child will become an “expert” for a particular season. 

Audience: The 1st grade class and one other class. Kindergarten or any other class that may be paired-up with the class, for example, a fifth grade book buddy class or 4th grade class (4th grade classes are collecting data year-round). 

Scenario: The students will be divided into four groups, representing each season: winter, spring, summer, and fall. Each group will work cooperatively to provide the most information about the season they are representing. Each group will present their season and try to explain why it is the best. A vote will be taken at the end of all presentations. 

Product: A persuasive presentation accompanied by props. A three-panel display board for each season will be needed for each group. 

Each group must include: 

· The types of weather that was seen during the particular season. The students must create a pictograph or bar graph to communicate the scientific data collected during those months of the school year. The students will communicate the type of weather that occurred the most and least. 

· The type of weather that occurred most often will be illustrated in a large picture on the three-panel display board. 

· The group will build/present at least two simple weather instruments that were used during the season to measure weather. A description of each instrument will need to be included as well. 

· Weather events such as: thunderstorms, tornadoes, and hurricanes must be illustrated in the “Weather Book.” 
· The group will illustrate on the three-panel board the types of clothing that is worn during the season they are presenting. The students in each group will also wear the types of clothing for their season during the presentation. 

· The group will also create three top reasons that their season is the best. These reasons need to be convincing in order to persuade the group to vote for the best season. 

***This GRASPS activity can be completed in class throughout the unit.***
VOTE FOR THE BEST SEASON RUBRIC
Student Name_______________________________________________Date_________

Season being presented ____________________________________________________

	CATEGORY
	3
	2
	1
	Points Earned

	Presentation of Season on Board 
	The season is displayed in the middle of the three-panel board. The weather that occurs most often is illustrated. Writing and illustrations are neat, accurate and add to the audience’s understanding of the topic. 
	The season is displayed on the three-panel board. The weather that occurs most often is illustrated. Writing and illustrations are accurate and add to the audience’s understanding of the topic. 
	The season is not displayed. Writing and illustrations are not accurate OR do not add to the audience’s understanding of the topic. 
	

	Content of Presentation 
	Covers season in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. 
	Includes essential knowledge about the season. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors. 
	

	Simple Weather Instruments 
	The group has at least two simple weather instruments on display. Appropriate materials were selected and creatively modified in ways that made them even better. Each instrument had a written description. 
	The group has at least one simple weather instrument on display. Appropriate materials were selected. The instrument had a written description. 
	No simple weather instruments were on display. Inappropriate materials were selected and contributed to a product that performed poorly. There was no written description for the weather instruments. 
	

	Science Notebook 
	There was a science notebook from each student in the group that illustrated: thunderstorms, tornados, hurricanes, and more weather events. 
	There was a science notebook from all but one student in the group that illustrated: thunderstorms, tornados, hurricanes. 
	There was no science notebooks present. 
	


	Appropriate Clothing for Season 
	The three-panel board had illustrations of appropriate types of clothing to wear during the season and the group members were dress according to the season as well. 
	The three-panel board had illustrations of appropriate types of clothing to wear during the season and the group members were not dress according to the season as well. 
	The three-panel board did not have illustrations of clothing and students were not dressed according to the season. 
	

	Top Reason to Receive Vote 
	There are at least 3 reasons why the season is the best. 
	There are at least 2 reasons why the season is the best. 
	There is at least one reason why the season is the best. 
	

	Collaboration with Peers 
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Tries to keep people working well together. 
	Usually listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Does not cause "waves" in the group. 
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Often is not a good team member. 
	

	Total Score 
	/21


Comments:
Retrieved June 17, 2008 from Georgia Performance Standards Frameworks, http://www.georgiastandards.org/DMGetDocument.aspx/GPS1st_Framework_weather_and_seasons1stPost.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6F832DE736EA019933A4EFEEFD1FDD2136ED65FA2100EAC30&Type=D.


